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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| THE following Sermon was preached 
to a numerous Congregation: and as many wished - 
to have it printed, the Author, contrary to has 
original intention, complied with their wish, in the 
hope that it may be useful. 


It is no small satisfaction to find himself, after a 
continued service of twenty-seven years in the game 
paris, still acceptable to his old 3 and alis 
to the rising e 


Tie respectful aue ee of the Parishioners; the 
Friendly countenance of his Diocesan ; and his hope 
of the Divine approbation, render a laborious ntua- 


tion, in the centre of the Fens, 'omewhat comfort» = © 


able, 
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Exodus XVII. 9. 10. 11. 


And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out Men, and 
go out, fight with Amalek: To-morrow I will 
stand on the top of the hill, with- the Rod of God 

in mine hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said 
to him, and fought with Amalek: And Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur, went up to the top of the hall, 
And it came to pass when Moses held up his hand, 
that Tsracl prevailed : and, when he let down his 
hand, Rye pr evailed. | 


2c00/ÞDies 0 
Tur ſacred Seriptures are one of the beſt gifts of 
God; they are a rich treaſure; an invaluable mine, 
furniſhing us with every inſtruction that can be ne- 
ceſſary for us in every ſituation, whether conſidered 
as Politicians or as Chriſtians, And as they are 


denominated * the Scriptures of Truth,” and written 


by men who were inſpired with the Holy Ghoſt, we 
ſhall be fooliſh indeed, and our folly will be inex- 
euſahle, if we do not conſtantly read them with all 
that attention which they demand and deſerve. 


The conduct of Moſes, that highly diſtinguiſhed 
Servant of God, as repreſented in our text, has often 
ſtruck my mind very forcibly, as a pattern moſt fit 
for our imitation; and as ſuch I ſhall now offer it to : 

| | BR 
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| your conſideration: ſo that while :we bleſs God for 


his merciful” interpoſition in our favour as a Nation, 
we may ever copy the example of Moſes, till the 


Almighty diſpoſes the hearts of our enemies to peace, 


and the bloody ſword returns again into its ſcabbard. 


The poſterity of Abraham were God's peculiar 
people; their hiſtory, and the innumerable inſtances 
of the Lord's goodneſs and mercy towards them, are 


fully related in the firſt Books of the Old Teſtament. 
And, as God is without: variableneſs, or ſhadow of 


turning! the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
cc ever;” what he was then to Iſrael, he will be now 


to us, if we are but wife enough to look to him as 
Iſrael did. This we may infer, not merely by reaſon- 
ing from analogy, but we have, in addition, the pro- 


miſe of the Lord, that he will be, if we diligently ſeek 


him, our guide, our ſhield, and our God. 


| We find in the context, that the Ifraelites were in 


: the wilderneſs, and pitched their tents at Rephidim; 
which was a dry and ſandy deſert, and © there was 


* no water for the people to drink:“ in conſequence 
of which they murmured; and Moſes cried unto the 
Lord; and, at the Divine command, ſmote the rock 


in Horeb, and © water ran down like rivers,” and 
amply ſupplied all the Congregation. 


Theſe ſandy deſerts, where the Iſraelites cried for 
water, and where Moſes ſtood with his rod lifted up 
to Heaven, are comparatively near the ſpot, where, 
as the papers ſtated, fifteen hundred of the French 

, under General Buonaparte, died of famine and 
7 thirſt; ; 
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thirſt 3 where the ſplendid Victory, for which we this 
day bleſs God, was obtained; where Admiral Nelſon, 
like another Moſes, lifted up his one hand to Heaven, 


while his fleet nobly fought, and, as Iſrael, prevailed. 
What is further remarkable, and what muſt fill every 


pious heart with pleaſure, the conduct of Moſes, and 


the conduct of Lord. Nelſon, a their e, 
denne were the ſame. | 1 


The lane ae Iſrael. and, Amalek v was . 5 
and bloody. Moſes' hands were ſo. heavy that he 


could no longer hold them up: but the other Servants. 
of God, Aaron and Hur, ſupported him; one on the 
one ſide, and the other on the other fide, till the 
„ going down of the ſun; when Joſhua had dis- 


« comfited the Amalekites, and: cut them to pieces 


« with the edge of the ſword.” 


The Battle of the Nile commenced after the going 
Jenn of the ſun, and continued nearly all the night; 
till the whole of the F rench fleet was diſcomfited, and, 
till the colours of every one of their Men of War, two 
only excepted by flight, and one blown ayfully up, had 


truck to the Britiſh flag. In all the annals of Naval! 


Hiſtory, no ſuch victory, none ſo bloody, ſo obſtinate, 


ſo deciſive, is to be found. The brave Nelſon, again like 
Moſes, could not endure till the victory was complete. 
He had been long directing the engagement, with ſuch 


wiſdom and valour as will immortalize his name, 


when a ſplinter was ſuffered to wound but not to kill 


him. When carried reluctantly from the ſcene of re- 


ſolute action, his Captain, not leſs brave, commanded 
en fleet, till he ene anxious, 


wn 


— 
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wounded Admiral, the glad tidings of auch a victory 
as hath made the Grand Turk our friend :- ſuch a vic- 
tory as, probably, will open ſources of commerce, and 
of immenſe wealth to this Country: ſuch a victory 
as may, in its effects, bring down the pride of our 
Enemies; induce them, ere long, to ſue for peace; 
and may be a prelude of the utter extirpation of thoſe 
cruel Tyrants who have uſurped the Government of 
France, and are a moſt dreadful ſcourge to many mil- 
lions of oppreſſed people. Hence, the Victory of the 
Nile, may, in its beneficial conſequences, | be much 
more MEG to us chan the r of Rephidim 
was to . To | 

But not to loſe geht of the beautiful paralleliſm 
ch Moſes and our Admiral, I muſt remind you; 
that their piety and faith in God are highly and alike 
conſpicuous. After the Amalekites were ſmitten be- 
fore Iſrael, the Lord commanded Moſes “ to write the 
ce Victory, for a Memorial, in a Book.” And he built 
an Altar, and called the name of it - Jehovah Niſhi ”” 
»which ſignifies, © the Lord is my Banner.“ Thus 
Moſes acknowledged the Lord of Mann as The God 17 c 
ene ee, 15 fi 1 


Lou will all now airiclpate what I am going to 
171 ; you will each have, in lively recollection, the 
outlines of the ſimilitude. And ſurely there is not 
one here preſent, nor one perſon in this kingdom, in 
whoſe heart there is the leaſt ſpark of ſenſibility, who 
could read the Admirals account of the victory with- 
out feeling ſuch palpitations as never fail to excite 
tears WY Joy. Theſe are his words: « Almighty God 

% 6 has 


{$3 


« has given Victory to the Britiſh fleet. — The words 


are few, Noe e 'and are expreſſive of a oo 


; thing. 
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The Mar of God, -who lifted up his! EY to 
rig while Iſrael fought with Amalek, finds an 


equal in piety wh our Admiral. The religion of 


our Nelſon is as highly ſingular as his bravery. He 


will, with poſterity, be venerable as a Chriſtian, and 


fenowned as a Conqueror. And his exemplary virtue 
does not ſtand alone. There are other religious cha- 


racters in our Navy. Did you never read, that Lord 


Duncan, as ſoon as he found “ the + hardy Dutch 
« blown to pieces” before him, inſtantly commanded: 
all his ſhip's crew, like the great Nelſon, “ to fall 
« down with him upon their knees, and to bleſs God 


* for his diſtingiſhing merey, in ne * 


61 lives, + und in giving * ee | 
. 
0, Pricatas how bighly art thou Dessen God 
is thy banner: under him, fighting ſucceſsful: Ad- 


mirals, Military Aſſociations, are thy defence! While 


thoy, art thus defended, neither the impious French 


Directory, nor the powers of eld; ſhall We againſt 
rh | . 


While the deſtroying Angel is commanded to wing 


his courſe through the world, « having a drawn ſword 


« in his hand ſtretched out, over the Seamen and 
Soldiers of this country, it is our indiſpenſible duty, 
to keep in daily recollection, and daily to imitate, the 
conduct of Moſes in our text. It is doubtleſs the 


duty of every man who has received any favour from 


God, 


»% 


S 


Gol. to acknowledge gratefully: that obligation, and 
to retain a continual ſenſe. of it, This is the way to 
inſure the continuance of any favour, or to obtain 
any bleſſing. Such a conduct © becometh well the 
* tc juſt, for national mercies. For, we are all con- 
Far i nected together by ties innumerable: we have all one 


intereſt: we are one political body: and, when at- 
tacked by a domeſtic or foreign enemy, we muſt all 
ſuffer together; either by hazarding our lives to re- 
OM pel the enemy, or by contributing of our ſubſtance to 
het promote the common happineſs... Hence, when the 
1 Lord is pleaſed to interfere, when there are evident 
. proofs of his gracious interpoſition, we are bound, in 
proportion to the mercies conferred, loudly to extol 
=; his holy name. We need look back only a year ago. 
= What was then our ſituation? What were then our 
fears? and what cauſe had we then to fear? The vigi- 
lant Miniſters of our Government expected fully that 
this country would have been then invaded; or, that 
an invaſion would have been attempted. Circular ; 
Letters were then ſigned by one of the Secretaries of 
State, and were ſent throughout the kingdom, to pub- 
kſh the deſperate intention of our Enemies, and to 
apprize us all of our danger. An army of well dis- 
ciplined troops, inured to conqueſt, amounting to four 
hundred thouſand, denominated, by the haughty 
Directory, the Army of England:“ this army was 
encamped within a ſhort diſtance of our coaſts; and 
the united navies of France, Spain, and Holland were 
preparing to protect and bring over hither, like ano- 
ther Armada, this immenſe force: a force of hardy 
veterans, to whom fatigue, and the killing of men by 
nn were become * as habitual as their 


eating 


"2 MS 


were: univerſal. Our Navy, under Providence, was 


our chief dependence: but this anchor of our hope 


was much weakened, by the unhappy alarming mutiny 


then raging in our fleet. At that awful eriſis, in the 
| eourſe of duty, I ſolicited you, to put your truſt in 


„ God:“ c that though clouds and darkneſs were 


e then round about him, righteouſneſs and judgment 


cc are the habitation of his throne.” - He ean ſay. to a 


mighty frantic enemy, as to the boiſterous ſea, b 


< Hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no further.” There 


were then, as I obſerved, ſome traces of the footſteps 


of his goodneſs; ſome proof that he: mould not Au. 
e 5 8 


Now turn Grin, this K 1 which FO 
ſurrounded this land; lift up your eyes, | behold rays 
of light ariſe both in the eaſt and in the weſt. Turkey, 
in Europe, in Aſia, and in Africa: the inhabitants of 
the Holy Land, and\ef thoſe deſerts where ( Moſes 
&« ſtood on the top of the hill:” Ruſſia; a chief part of 


Europe, and alſo America all feel themſelyes. aggrieved: 
by the faithleſs tyrannical conduct of the French: 
and all theſe powers ſeem now reſolved to unite 


againſt our wicked enemy, which has proved himſelf 


the foe of religion, and the enemy of all civilized man- 


kind. Thus, : Jehovah himſelf ſeems coming forth 


from his ſecret 8 as our een oy our ſalvation 
anne ig - BER 


| And nt now is our part? = i not | 
preſent duty. Our duty demands that we ſhould ſet 
. as a day of Thankſgiving to God. 
We 


„ 


E 
We are bound, in an indiſpenſible obligation, to bleſs 
his holy name for what he hath done for us: for 
having fruſtrated the deſign of our enemies, as to their 
intention with their Army of England: for having 
defeated their attempts upon Ireland: for the ſplendid 
victory of Lord Nelſon: for the unanimity and laud- 
able ſpirit that prevail among all ranks of men in 
this and other nations: We muſt particularly recount 
all God's mercies; and we are bound to praiſe and 
magnify him for every one of them. "+ 


It appears in our text, that Moſes entreated the 
Lord, during the whole day, while Iſrael was fighting 
with Amalek : his hands, and the Rod of God, 
« were lifted up to heaven.” And, let me aſſure you, 
it is incumbent on us to view the attitude of Moſes 
on the hill, during the continuance of the diſtreſsful 
war in which we are engaged. This is directed by 
our Church, in her Rubrick. This is commanded by 
God himſelf, who ſaith, © call upon me in the day of 
c trouble, I will hear thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me.” 


We are to call upon him, not only in our public 


devotion, but it is our duty further to entreat the 

Lord, when we pray with our families, and when we 
pray alone in our cloſet. We are daily to pray © that 
„ God would ſave and deliver us from the hands of 
& our enemies; that he would abate their pride, aſſwage 
« their malice, and confound their devices: that we, 
ec being armed with his defence, may be preſerved 
6 from all perils, and may glorify him who is the 


6e only giver of all victory, through the merits of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Every man, who fears God, 
_ prays thus: and if there are any among you who do 
| not 
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not cry to God, you are not his ſervan ts; nor have 
you any promiſe to expect any blefling at his hand. 


Were | to quote all the texts in the Holy Scriptures, 


wherein it appears that God heareth the [fervent 
prayer of the righteous, the labour would be endleſs. 
From ſuch abundant evidence of God's merciful na- 
ture, we are not only encouraged to pray, but are in- 
excuſable if we do not avail ourſelves of the privilege 


of making known our diſtreſſes to him. He may not 
pieaſe to anſwer our firſt, nor our ſecond requeſt. 
We are exhorted © to tarry the Lord's leiſure:“ « To. 


cc put our hope and truſt in him.” And, though our 


faith ſhould be weak, and our elevated hands, like thoſe 


of Moſes, ſhould be heavy; yet let us keep in mind 
the importunate widow in the Goſpel, who would 


| take no cg _ at _— the ren 


It has been the cuſtom of good men in all ages, 


cc to ſeek the Lord:“ and we are aſſured, & His 


&« mercy endureth for ever.“ It is our duty and our 
wiſdom thus to ſeek” him. He expects to ſee our 
hands and our hearts lifted up to heaven, while our 


armies are engaged in the field, and our fleets aT 


üshting! in our rr a you ocean. 55 11 
There is one oi on which we may 1 and 

from which we may derive abundant conſolation: 

that is this, „God will never leave nor forſake his 


&« people: when they pafs through the fire, He has 


« engaged to be with them.” But, remember, all 
theſe gracious promiſes belong only to God's children. 
If you wiſh to be entitled to them you muſt be Chris- 
tians indeed. For, it is written, « The curſe of God is 


4 14 .] 


e in the houſe of the wicked; but he bleſſeth che 


« habitation of the juſt.” . Here is the important, 
awful diſtinction, between the righteous and the 


wicked; between the kingdom that ſerveth God, and 


the nation that ſerveth him not. The bleſſing of God 
reſts and attends upon every good man. O, what a 
motive is this to induce us all to ſerve him! The 
full conviction, in our breaſt, that we act and live 
under the bleſſing and care of heaven, how it muſt, 
at all times, revive our drooping ſpirits, and enable us 
to behold the cheering light of God's countenance, 
even in ure eee Ant and darkneſs! 


* 


| Underthis VN ts us mnereith faith in God. 


155 us, with all cheerfulneſs, as good ſubjects under 


our gracious Sovereign, contribute our part to the 
preſſing exigencies of the ſtate. And, as members of 
the community where we have one common intereſt, 
let us act like men; and, like the unſhaken rock, 
ſtand firm as Chriſtians. And if Jehovah is, as we 
truit he is, and as we pray he would be, © our ſhield; 
then, yet but a little while, and our enemies will be 
defeated; and, in all probability, the name of the 
atheiſtical Directory, for their ſpreading, as ſervants 
of Satan, miser / in the world, will be blotted out; 
me as 1 e of Peace will return. 


+6 « The Loxd i is ; King of all the Earth,” He ruleth 
kn the. armies of heaven, and among the inhabit- 
ants of the world. For reaſons, to us inſcrutable, he 
permits miſery for a time. The glory due to him he 

will not give to another. He is jealous of his honour: 
And we haye an awful inſtance of this in Herod, . who 


cc was 


itt 


* 


Mo | 
« was ſmitten by the Angel of the Lords) e be 
« . ee ee > NN 


While therefore we are wiſely b every pre- 
caution, let us remember that our weapons of war 


alone cannot help us. The muſket and the bayonet, 


however expertly uſed, will be but a poor defence if 
the Lord be our enemy. We muſt, by repentance 
and faith, make him our God; and then he will be 
the Lord our banner.“ ao | 


And this 3 important nannies I beg to urge 
more immediately upon you, who have, in ſuch con- 
ſiderable number, and much to your credit, ſtood 
forth and enrolled your names, to fight, if neceſſary, 
for yourſelves, for your families, and country. Doubt- 
leſs I am not ſingular when I behold your glittering 
Fords and military appearance, and feel the flowing 
tear, excited by reflecting on the diſtreſsful, melan- 
choly occaſion. God be praiſed! the late imminent 


danger, which you came cheerfully forward to meet, 


ſems now in a great meaſure” paſt. Vet it is expe- 
dient and wiſe, as well as creditable, that you ſhould 


hold yourſelves in readineſs to act, in caſe it ſhould 


be needful, as brave defenders of our excellent Con- 
ſtitution. Your Aſſociation, highly reſpectable, for 
its religion generally, alſo for its wealth, and the many 
like Aſſociations in the kingdom, have had the "beſt 
effect upon the few diſaffected in our own 1 
| and on our . 9 


I need not remind 5 how ied he: how 
r 8 time is; it is important to Jy 4 
and © 
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and to your families. This conſideration will induce 
you to attend regularly the times of exerciſe, only. 
till you are all ſo perfect, that when you are reviewed, 
as you certainly will be, by ſome General Officer, 


_ © you; may then be all able to give proof of your. 


diſcipline; and acquit yourſelves, as I have confidence 
you will, to og . and to the General's ſatis - 
ns 1 5 


| There i is another ſubject to which I beg your par- 
ticular attention, We all engaged, at our baptiſm, 
to be < Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ;” and to © fight under 
<« his banner, to the end of our life, againſt ſin, the 
« world, and the devil.” We are to live to the glory 
of God. To ſerve him faithfully is the end for which 
we were born, in order to enjoy him for ever. It is 
therefore highly incumbent on you all, as Religion is 
the great concern of man, conſtantly to attend, and 
I am happy that ſo many of you do attend, the public 
worſhip of God: that you may be reminded of your 
duty; that you may be entitled to the bleſſing which 
is promiſed to thoſe who daily watch at the Lord's 
e houſe;” that you may be © looking for that bleſſed 


'« hope, and the glorious appearance of the great God, 


<« and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Tf the great Redeemer is not © precious” to you; 
if you are not © led by the Spirit of God,” and pos- 
ſeſſed of the fruits of his Spirit, he will not be your 
refuge in battle, nor in the hour of death; nor will 
Chriſt be your Saviour at the Day of Judgment. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ;” 
and no man is wiſe, in God's account, who does not fear 
| © him. 


LC HF 


him. We read, & the wicked flee when no man pur- 


ce ſueth; but the righteous are bold as a lion.“ No 


good man, whether a citizen or a ſoldier, dare truſt 


in an arm of fleſh, In every caſe he looks to God, 


and prays that he would mercifully go before ans . 


and give him 1 over all his enemies. 


As we before obſerved, it was a pious confidence 


in God that induced Moſes to lift up his hand to 


heaven, while Iſrael fought with Amalek. It was a | 
like faith that influenced our valiant Nelſon, and 


our other Admirals and Generals, while they courage- 
— ouſly prevailed over our enemies. And ſhould the 


awful period arrive, when you, who form the Mili- 


tary Aſſociation in this pariſh, will be called forth to 
meet our implacable foe, then remember the conduct 


' of theſe great and good men; go forth in the name of 


the Lord of Hoſts; the God-whoſe name we bleſs, as 
cc our rock, our fortreſs, and our deliverer,” And if 
you go out as Britons and as Christians, no weapon 
that is formed againſt you ſhall prevail. God will 
be faithful to his promiſe; © thoſe who truſt in him 
ce ſhall never be confounded,” 


— 


And never forget, «© When Moſes let down his 
cc hand, Amalek prevailed.” Hence, if we loſe ſight 
of God, he will, in juſt diſpleafure, ſuffer our enemies 
to prevail; and will make us feel the weight of his 
indignation. And hence, the godly man is the trueſt 
Patriot, the beſt General, the firſt Admiral, an a 

Pillar of ineſtimable price to his country. 


Let us all therefore earneſtly and conſtantly pray, 
that 


— 
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that Goa would be pleaſed, for his name's: cake, and 
for Chriſt's ſake, to give us the great bleſſing of Peace. 
Loet us, as Loyal Subjects, . honour the King:“ let 
us fear God:“ let us ©& be of good comfort, and live 
«in yk and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be 
6 _ us.” 


